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May 9, 2021

 6th Sunday of Easter  8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of
friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s
gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep
mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed
that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of
Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

(* = Please stand in body or spirit.)
Prelude
Welcome

Gathering Hymn *

“Gather Us In”
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Verses 1-3 ELW 532

Prayer of the Day *
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.

Bell Anthem

“Children of the Heavenly Father”

PraisRing
Psalm 98

Responsive Psalm Reading
L: Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
C: whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
L: O Lord, you have made known your victory,
C: you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

L: You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
C: all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
L: Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
C: lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
L: Sing to the Lord with the harp,
C: with the harp and the voice of song.
L: With trumpets and the sound of the horn
C: shout with joy before the king, the Lord.
L: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
C: the world and those who dwell therein.
L: Let the rivers clap their hands,
C: and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the
earth.
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L: The Lord will judge the world with righteousness
C: and the peoples with equity.
Lector: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
C: Thanks be to God.

Bell Anthem

“Sing Hallelujah”

PraisRing

1 John 5:1-6

Scripture Reading

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but
through love and faith.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of
God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for
the Spirit is the truth.
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Lector: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.
C: Thanks be to God.

3

Gospel Verse *

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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Verses 1 & 3 ELW 631

John 15:9-17

Gospel Reading *

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help
them in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands,
that they love one another.

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things
to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that
you may love one another.”
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Time

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day

“Will You Let Me
Be Your Servant”
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Verses 1-3 ELW 659

(Acts 10:34-43)

The Easter Creed *

I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ – he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day
and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by
God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained
by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
Amen.

Prayers of the People *
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”

ELW 752 Sing Twice

During our Prayers of the People, there is a time to offer your own prayer petitions. These may
be offered either silently or out loud.

Liturgist: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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Sharing the Peace *
When we receive the greeting of peace and extend it to others at worship, we are calling on
the power of the Spirit of Christ to still the storms that threaten to overtake us. The greeting
of peace is a word of power, far more than a “good morning,” passing the peace is a shared
word of faith in God’s might.

P: May the peace of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
We greet each other with a gesture of peace (a bow, the peace sign, or a wave)
using these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”

The Great Thanksgiving *
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Hymn of Praise *

“You Are Holy”
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ELW 525

Words of Institution
P: Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying “Take and eat, this is my body given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await
your promised life for all this hurting world. Breathe your Spirit upon us and on
this bread and cup. Carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as
your children, wrapped in your love and clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
C: Thanks be to God.
We will remain in our seats and commune together as the pastor says:
P: The body of Christ given for you. C: Amen.
P: The blood of Christ shed for you. C: Amen.
Please dispose of your containers as you leave the sanctuary after worship.
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Communion Blessing
P: May these gifts of life, the body and blood of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you, encourage you, and keep you in God’s grace.
C: Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Liturgist: Let us pray.
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy
the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may
bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Benediction *
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
C: Amen.
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Sending Song *

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

Dismissal *

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
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ELW 836

You may either take your bulletin home or recycle it in the bin provided. We cannot reuse
bulletins due to COVID-19 concerns.
As you leave the sanctuary, please dispose of your communion containers in the
wastebasket provided.
Confession & Forgiveness, all prayers from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27816.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Printed songs reprinted by permission under CCLI License #3099263 and/or OneLicense. #A-708247.Streaming License
under CCLI License #20806522.
Altar wall art was created by Josh Everson.

Worship Services Schedule:
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with Holy Communion
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday – 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Website: www.stmarklacey.org

Email: office@stmarklacey.org

Ministry Team:
Pastor Beth Utto-Galarneau
360-491-2052 (office)

bethbug@aol.com
360-591-5533 (cell)

Pastor Eric Utto-Galarneau
360-491-2052 (office)

madanvil@aol.com
360-591-9949 (cell)

Vicki Labensky, Office Administrator
Terry Shaw, Music Director
Leah Wilson, Handbell Director
Rae Corbin, Accompanist
Vance Cochran, Custodian

vicki.labensky@stmarklacey.org
smlcmusic@outlook.com
lwilson372@aol.com

We give thanks for today’s Worship Assistants:

May 9

Greeter
Usher
Lector and Liturgist
Cleaners

8:30 a.m.

Barbara Schneider
Marsha McBrady
Darcy Huffman
Dorn Barr, Frank Kinkela

11:00 a.m.

Bonnie Thompson
Tami Garrow
Amelia Morlock

Grape Seed
Sunday (5/9)
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
Monday (5/10)
Tuesday (5/11)
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday (5/12)
7:00 p.m.
Thursday (5/13)
2:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Friday (5/14)
Saturday (5/15)

Worship with Holy Communion
Worship with Holy Communion
Softball practice (Chinook Field No. 4)
Quarter Circle via Zoom
Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Thursday Bible Study via Zoom with Pastor Beth
Thursday Bible Study via Zoom with Pastor Beth
Church Office Closed

 Flowers today are given by Marsha McBrady in celebration of all May birthdays and in loving
memory of her husband Wayne.
 Softball practice is today from 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m. at Chinook Field No. 4.
 This Tuesday, May 11, the Quarter Circle will be meeting at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. They will be
discussing two books – This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger and New and Selected
Poems, Volume One by Mary Oliver. A Zoom link will be sent out the day of the meeting.
 You are invited to join Pastor Beth in a Zoom Book Study of "How to be an Anti-Racist" written
by Ibram X. Kendi, at either 2 p.m. or 7 p.m. every Thursday through June 10. Prior to this
week Thursday’s class, you are asked to read chapters 4-6 (about 40 pages of reading). We
will then discuss those chapters when we gather on Zoom. Although it is very helpful, you do
not have to read all the material to join the conversation. A Zoom link will be sent out closer
to the class date.
May 13
May 20
May 27
June 3
June 10

Chapters 4-6 (Biology, Ethnicity, Body)
Chapters 7-9 (Culture, Behavior, Color)
Chapters 10-12 (White, Black, Class)
Chapters 13-15 (Space, Gender, Sexuality)
Chapters 16-18 (Failure, Success, Survival)

